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Our main research interest is to use patient-specific induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) for disease
modeling in schizophrenia (SZ). To reduce genetic heterogeneity, we are focusing on patients who have
deletions on 22g11.2, which is found in ~1% of patients. RNA-Seq and microRNA-Seq are being carried
out to identify common molecular pathways that might be involved in disease pathogenesis. In addition,
we are knocking down the expression of several candidate SZ candidate genes that function as regulators
of gene expression (A2BP1 and ZNF804A) to identify common downstream targets. We are also devel-
oping iPSCs from dental pulp to develop a program for in vitro modeling of autism (deciduous teeth are
easier to obtain from autistic children than skin biopsies).
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