
CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

NAME:  Chinazo O. Cunningham, MD, MS 

 

ADDRESS:  Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

Montefiore Medical Center 

  Division of General Internal Medicine       

111 E. 210th Street        

Bronx, NY 10467 

Phone: 718-920-5971  

Fax: 718-561-5165        

Email: ccunning@montefiore.org  

 

EDUCATION 

1986 - 1990 Bachelor of Arts, Psychology Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 

1990 - 1994 Doctor of Medicine  University of California, San Francisco 

2006 - 2008  Master of Science  Yeshiva University, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

  (Clinical Research Methods) Bronx, NY 

     

POST-GRADUATE TRAINING 

1994 - 1995 Intern, Primary Care Internal Medicine Residency Program 

University of California, San Francisco (San Francisco General Hospital) 

1995 - 1997 Residency, Primary Care Internal Medicine Residency Program, New York University  

1997 - 1998 Chief Resident, Internal Medicine Categorical Residency Program, New York University 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS  

1998 - 1999 Clinical Instructor of Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

1999 - 2002 Instructor of Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2002 - 2004 Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2004 - 2008 Assistant Professor of Medicine, Family & Social Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2008 - 2014 Associate Professor of Medicine, Family & Social Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2014 – current   Professor of Medicine, Family & Social Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2013 – current Associate Chief, Director of Research Resources, Division of General Internal Medicine, Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine 

2013 – current Director, General Medicine Fellowship Program, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2013 – current Director of Diversity Affairs, Department of Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

 

OTHER APPOINTMENTS 

1998 - current Faculty, Internal Medicine Primary Care and Social Medicine Residency Programs, Montefiore 

Medical Center 

2001 - 2003 HIV Site Director, Comprehensive Health Care Center, Montefiore Medical Group 

2002 - 2005 Director, Homeless Medicine Course, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2000 - 2009 Founder and Director, CitiWide/Montefiore Health Services Programs 

  Montefiore Medical Center in collaboration with CitiWide Harm Reduction, Inc 

2017 – current Co-Director, Development Core, Einstein-Rockefeller-CUNY Center for AIDS Research 

 

BOARD CERTIFICATION 

1996  New York State Medical License Registration 

1997   American Board of Internal Medicine Certificate (recertified in 2008) 

2012  American Board of Addiction Medicine Certificate 

 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

  Society of General Internal Medicine 

  Association for Medical Education and Research in Substance Abuse 

  American Society of Addiction Medicine 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

1986-1990 Four-year full ride athletic (softball) scholarship to Northwestern University, All-Big Ten, Big 

Ten Freshman of the Year, Big Ten Batting Champion, Academic All-American  

2000  Larry Linn Award, Society of General Internal Medicine 
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2001 - 2004 Mary O’Flaherty Horn Scholar, Society of General Internal Medicine 

2007, 2012 Top manuscript reviewer, Annals of Internal Medicine 

2008  Featured in Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality’s (AHRQ) Health Care Innovations  

Exchange  

2009  Inducted into Northwestern University Athletic Hall of Fame 

2010  Best Program and Curricula Abstract Award, Annual Conference of the Association for Medical  

Education and Research in Substance Abuse 

2012  David E. Roger’s Faculty Workshop Award (top 3 workshops at SGIM’s national conference) 

2015 W. Anderson Spickard, Jr Excellence in Mentorship Award from the Association of Medical 

Education and Research in Substance Abuse 

2015 Clinical Science Mentor of the Year, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2017  NY State Department of Health Commissioner’s Special Recognition Award 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

2002 - 2003 Consultant, Health and Disability Working Group, Boston University School of Public Health.  

Developed national training curriculum for AIDS Educational Training Centers on HIV and 

Substance Abuse 

2004 - current Core Faculty, International AIDS Society – USA 

2005  Consultant, New York State AIDS Institute. Reviewed guidelines on HIV and substance abuse 

2005 - 2012 Ad Hoc Committee Member, Behavioral and Social Consequences HIV/AIDS Scientific Review 

Group, NIH 

2006   Ad Hoc Committee Member, Study Section reviewing grant applications for program 

announcement on HIV, drug use, and incarceration, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

2007  Consultant, NIH, CDC, and HRSA.  Provided consultation at the Research Consultation to  

Address HIV Intervention Strategies for HIV/AIDS Prevention among African Americans 

2007  Consultant, HRSA.  Provided consultation at the Interventions to Enhance Retention in HIV  

 Primary Care Meeting 

2008 Grant reviewer, American Foundations for AIDS Research (amfAR) 

2008 Expert Panelist, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Targeted  

  Capacity Expansion for Substance Abuse Treatment and HIV/AIDS 

2008 - 2011 Buprenorphine Mentor, New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

2008 - 2015 Consultant, New York State Department of Health, AIDS Institute 

2009 - 2011 Vice Chair, New York State Department of Health, AIDS Institute, Substance Use Guideline 

Committee 

2010 - 2015 Member, Racial and Ethnic Populations Committee of the NIH Office of AIDS Research 

2011 - 2012 Advisory Committee, National In+Care Campaign, HRSA & National Quality Center 

2012  Member, Scientific Advisory Committee, [HIV] Treatment as Prevention Workshop, Vancouver, Canada 

2012 - current Chair, New York State Department of Health, AIDS Institute, Substance Use Guideline 

Committee 

2012 - 2016 Member, Data Safety Monitoring Board, NIDA Clinical Trials Network, Project HOPE (#0049) 

2012 - 2018 Member, Behavioral and Social Consequences HIV/AIDS Scientific Review Group, NIH 

2013 - current Consultant, New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

2013 - 2015 Diversity Steering Committee, Association of Medical Education & Research in Substance Abuse 

2014 - 2015 Fellow, Hedwig van Ameringen Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine (ELAM) Program  

for Women, Drexel University 

2014 - 2015 Member, American Society of Addiction Medicine’s National Practice Guideline Committee for 

the Use of Medications in the Treatment of Addiction Involving Opioid Use 

2016 Member, Opioid Guideline Workgroup, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Guideline for 

Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain, 2016  

2016  Member, New York City Mayor’s Ad-Hoc Heroin and Prescription Opioid Public Awareness Task Force 

2016 - current Member, Buprenorphine Steering Committee, New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

2016 - 2018 Chair, Behavioral and Social Consequences HIV/AIDS Scientific Review Group, NIH 

2016 – current Member, Buprenorphine Advisory Committee, New York State Department of Health, AIDS  

Institute, Office of Drug User Health 

2017 - current Member, Bronx District Attorney’s Heroin Enforcement and Access to Treatment Working Group 

2017 - 2018  Member, Staten Island Borough President’s Office Opioid Data Working Group 

2018 – current Member, Greater NY Hospital Association Opioid Advisory Group 

2018 - current  Member, NYC Municipal Drug Strategy Council - Community Services Board Substance Misuse 

Subcommittee 



2018 - current  Member, Governor Cuomo’s Workgroup to Draft Legislation for Regulated Adult-Use Marijuana 

Program 

2018 – current Member, CDC’s National Opioid Prescribing Estimates Workgroup 

2018 – current Member, Board of Scientific Counselors, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control of the CDC 

2018 – current  Member, National Academy of Science, Engineering, and Medicine’s Committee on Medication-Assisted  

Treatment for Opioid Use Disorder 

 

REVIEWER 

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS  

Addiction, Addiction Science and Clinical Practice, AIDS, AIDS and Behavior, AIDS Care 

AIDS Patient Care and STDs, American Journal of Public Health, Annals of Internal Medicine, 

Clinical Infectious Disease, Drug and Alcohol Dependence, Harm Reduction Journal, Journal of 

AIDS, Journal of Addiction Medicine, Journal of American Medical Association, Journal of 

Behavioral Medicine, Journal of General Internal Medicine, Journal of Health Care for the Poor 

and Underserved, Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, Medical Care, Substance Abuse 

 

CONFERENCE SUBMISSIONS 

2003  General Medicine Abstracts, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual Meeting 

2004  Special Populations Abstracts, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual Meeting 

 2004  Scientific Abstracts, Harm Reduction Conference 

2005  Health Disparities Abstracts, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual Meeting 

2005  Scientific Abstracts, International Conference on Urban Health 

2006 Chair, Academic-Community Partnership Workshops, Society of General Internal 

Medicine Annual Meeting 

2007-2014 Scientific Abstracts, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual Meeting 

2010, 2013 Co-Chair, Health Disparities Abstracts, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual 

Meeting 

2010 Best Published Paper Committee, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual Meeting 

2011 Lawrence Linn Award Committee, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual Meeting 

2016 Horn Award Committee, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual Meeting 

 

 

PRINCIPAL CLINICAL AND HOSPITAL SERVICE RESPONSIBILITIES 

1998 - current Attending Physician, Medical Service, Department of Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center  

3 residents, 2 students; 4-8 weeks/yr 

1998 - current Attending Physician, Comprehensive Health Care Clinic, Montefiore Medical Group 

1998 - 2006 Clinic Preceptor, Comprehensive Health Care Center, Montefiore Medical Group 

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE   

1998 - 2002 Core Faculty, Primary Care and Social Medicine Internal Medicine Residency Programs 

Extensive teaching of entire 3-year Primary Care and Social Medicine Residency curriculum for 

30 residents averaging 35 hours/week. 

2002 - 2005 Director, Homeless Medicine 4th Year Elective Course, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2003 - current  Faculty, Primary Care and Social Medicine Internal Medicine Residency Programs 

Teaching typically consists of 2-3 hours per month, focusing on substance use. 

 

 COMMITTEES 

1998 - current Primary Care and Social Medicine Residency Programs Admissions Committee, Montefiore  

1999 - 2001 Community Services Task Force, Montefiore Medical Center 

2001 - 2004 Personal-Professional Balance Task Force, Society of General Internal Medicine 

2004 - 2008 Advisory Committee, All of Us: Documentary Film, Pureland Pictures 

2006 - 2008 Mentoring Committee, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2007 - current Quality of Care Advisory Committee, New York State Department of Health AIDS Institute 

2008 - current Chair, Diversity Affairs Committee, Department of Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

2009 - 2010 Promotions Committee, Albert Einstein College of medicine 

2009 - 2011 Society of General Internal Medicine, (national) Research Committee 

2010 - 2011 Chair, Best Paper Award Committee, Society of General Internal Medicine 

2012 - 2013 Member, Larry Linn Award Committee, Society of General Internal Medicine 

2016 Search committee, Chair of the Department of Psychiatry, Montefiore/Einstein



GRANTS  
 

Current Grants 

11/18 – 10/21 Laura and John Arnold Foundation 

  Project Title: Does medical cannabis reduce opioid use in adults with pain: A randomized  

controlled trial. 

Project funding: $2,000,000 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

9/18 - 9/23 AHRQ K12HS026396 

  Project Title: The center of excellence in promoting LHS operations and research at  

Einstein/Montefiore (EXPLORE) 

  Project funding: $3,332,000 

  Role: Multiple Principal Investigator (other MPIs: M. McKee, M. Rinke) 

 

9/17 – 8/22 NIDA K23DA044327 

  Project Title: Developing and pilot testing an intervention to increase opioid tapering in primary care 

Project funding: $995,000 

  Role: Co-Mentor (PI: H. Perez) 

 

9/17 – 8/19 NIDA, K99DA043011 

Project Title: Advance Care Coordination and Enhanced Linkage and Retention Among 

Transitional Re-Entrants Living with Hepatitis C-The HCV-ACCELERATE Trial  

Project funding: $370,000 

Role: Co-Mentor (PI: M. Akiyama) 

 

9/17 – 8/22 NIMH, K23MH114752 

  Project Title: Minimizing losses from HIV care under universal treatment in Rwanda  

Project funding: $995,000 

Role: Co-Mentor (PI: J. Ross) 

 

7/17 – 6/22 NIDA, R01DA044878 

  Project Title: Buprenorphine treatment at syringe exchanges to reduce opioid misuse and HIV risk 

Project funding: $3,500,000 

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: A. Fox) 

 

7/17 – 6/22 NIDA, R01DA044171 

  Project Title: Does medical cannabis reduce opioid analgesics in HIV+ and HIV- adults with pain? 

Project funding: $3,845,000 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

5/17 – 4/22 NIAID, P30AI124414 

  Project Title: Center for AIDS Research, Developmental Core 

  Project funding: $4,173,000 

  Role: Associate Director, Development Core (PI: H. Goldstein) 

 

6/16 – 5/19 NIDA, R03DA039727         

  Project Title: Resilience in HIV-infected drug users 

 Project funding: $167.000 

 Role: Principal Investigator  
 

4/16 – 3/19 Public Health Solutions (NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene) 16-BUP-165  

  Project Title: Expanding access to buprenorphine treatment in primary care 

Project funding: $450,000 

  Role: Principal Investigator 

 

9/15 – 8/20 HRSA, HIV/AIDS Bureau, Special Projects of National Significance. U90HA29236 

Project Title: Dissemination of evidence-informed interventions to improve health outcomes along  

the HIV care continuum - Dissemination and Evaluation Center  



Total funding $2,500,000 

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: J. Fox) 

 

9/15 – 7/19 NIDA, R01DA039046 

  Project Title: Prescription opioid use, misuse, disorders and HIV outcomes 

  Project funding: $2,309,000 

  Role: Co-Investigator (PI: J. Starrels) 

     

9/15 – 8/20 NIDA, K23DA039060  

Project Title: Adaptation and testing of a primary care HCV group medical treatment intervention 

 Project funding: $923,000  

  Role: Mentor (PI: B. Norton) 

 

9/15 – 9/20 NIMH, K23MH106386 

  Project Title: TestED!: Applying implementation science to improve an HIV testing strategy for  

Emergency Departments 

  Project funding: $911,520 

  Role: Primary Mentor (PI: U. Felsen) 

 

4/14 – 3/19 NIDA, K24DA036955 

  Project Title: Mentoring researchers in drug abuse and HIV 

  Project funding: $929,120 

  Role: Principal Investigator 

 

Completed Grants 

8/17 – 10/18 NIDA, K08DA043050  

  Project Title: Leveraging the electronic health record to reduce opioid analgesic prescriptions 

  Project funding: $996,000 

  Role: Primary Mentor (PI: M. Bachhuber) 

 

5/17 – 10/18 CDC, U01PS005111 

  Project Title: Development and pilot testing of a PrEP mobile outreach intervention for women 

  Project funding: $649,000 

  Role: Mentor/Co-Investigator (PI: O. Blackstock) 

 

8/13 -7/18 NIDA, R01DA036445 

  Project Title: A trial of positively smoke free group therapy for HIV-infected smokers 

  Total funding: $3,870,000 

  Role: Co-Investigator (PI: J Shuter) 

 

3/14 – 2/18 NIMH, K23MH102129 

  Project Title: Development and Testing of an Adherence Intervention for HIV+ Women of Color 

  Project funding: $923,670 

  Role: Primary Mentor (PI: O. Blackstock) 

 

4/15 – 3/18 NIDA, R34DA039041 

  Project Title: Buprenorphine group medical visits for drug users at risk for HIV 

  Project funding: $751,500 

  Role: Co-Investigator (PI: A. Fox) 

 

2/16 – 1/18 HRSA, 3 H80 CS00626-15-2  

  Project Title: Substance Abuse Expansion Grant 

  Project funding: $650,000 

  Role: Co- Principal Investigator  

 

9/14 – 6/19   Parent Grant: NIH, NIGMS, NIMHD, U54 GM119023/MD009479 

  Parent Grant Title: National research mentoring network for a diverse biomedical workforce 

9/15 – 8/17 Pilot Study: Northeast evidence-based mentoring training consortium  

  Pilot study funding: $200,000 



  Role: Co-Investigator (Parent Grant PI: Burgess; Pilot Study PI: Strelnick) 

 

8/12 – 6/17 NIDA, R01DA032552 

 Project Title: Neurocognitive effects of opiate agonist treatment in HIV-infected drug users 

 Total funding: $3,541,610 

 Role: Co-Investigator (PI: J. Arnsten) 

 

7/12 – 6/17 NIDA, K23DA034541 

 Project Title: Buprenorphine Facilitated Access and Supportive Treatment in Former Inmates 

 Total funding: $912,980 

 Role: Primary Mentor (PI: A Fox) 

 

5/07 - 4/17 NIDA, R25DA023021 

Project Title: HIV and Substance Abuse Clinical Addiction Research and Education Program 

Total direct funding: $2,414,000 

Role: Mentor/Co-Investigator (PI: J. Arnsten) 

 

7/11 – 4/17 NIDA, R01DA032110 

 Project Title: Abstinence reinforcing contingency management to suppress HIV viral load 

 Total funding: $3,833,749 

 Role: Principal Investigator 

 

9/10 - 8/15 NIDA, K23DA027719 

Project Title: Intervention to Promote Opioid Treatment Agreements in Primary Care 

Total funding: $908,734 

Role: Primary Mentor (PI: J. Starrels) 

 

9/09 – 8/14 HRSA, HIV/AIDS Bureau, Special Projects of National Significance. H97HA15152 

Project Title: The Center for Evaluation and Technical Assistance for HIV Women of Color 

Total funding $2,500,000 

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: A. Blank) 

 

4/11-3/13 Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Center for AIDS Research 

Potential Role in Improving Engagement in Care and Medication Adherence   

Total funding: $37,500 

Role: Primary Mentor (PI: O. Blackstock) 

 

3/11 – 2/14 NIDA, R34DA031066 

 Project Title: Development of community-based buprenorphine treatment 

 Total Funding: $716,876 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

4/11-3/13 Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Center for AIDS Research 

Project Title: Drug treatment outcomes and HIV risk behaviors among opioid dependent 

former inmates in a primary care based buprenorphine treatment program 

Total funding: $37,500 

Role: Primary Mentor (PI: A. Fox) 

 

9/10 – 8/12 NIMH, F31MH093264 

 Project Title: HIV Care Utilization: A theory-based approach to retention in care 

 Total funding: $65,818 

 Role: Co-Mentor (PI: L. Smith) 

 

5/09 – 2/12 NIDA, P20DA026149 

Project Title: Pilot Proteomics Center on Drug Abuse HIV/AIDS 

Project 3 Title: Neurocognitive Effects of Buprenorphine Among HIV+ Opioid Users 

Total direct funding for Project 3: $606,000 

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: R. Angeletti; Project 3 PI: J. Arnsten) 

 



9/09 – 9/11 Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Institute for Clinical and Translational Research   

 Project Title: Community-based buprenorphine inductions 

 Total funding: $120,000 

 Role: Principal Investigator 

 

7/06 – 6/10 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation - Harold Amos Medical Faculty Development Award 

Project Title:  Knowledge, attitudes and barriers to opioid addiction treatment with buprenorphine 

Total Funding: $365,400 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

9/04 – 8/10 HRSA, HIV/AIDS Bureau, Special Projects of National Significance, H97HA03793 

Project Title: The Development and Evaluation of Integration of Buprenorphine into HIV  

Primary Care in Bronx Community Health Centers 

Total funding $1,500,000 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

1/09 – 6/09 New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, 09SA027400R0X00 

Project Title: Buprenorphine induction in a Bronx community health center 

Total Funding: $100,000/year 

Role: Principle Investigator 

 

9/06 - 8/09 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 5U22PS000551 

 Project Title: SGIM HIV Prevention Project 

 Total Funding: $245,632 

 Role: Consultant (PI: J. Sosman) 

 

9/07 - 8/09 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – Substance Abuse Policy and Research Program 

Project Title: Cost-effectiveness of buprenorphine treatment for opioid dependence 

Total Funding: $100,000 

Role: Consultant (PI: B. Schackman) 

 

3/07 – 2/09 Ryan White Care Act, Title I - Medical Health and Research Association, 07-HRR-748 

Project Title: Harm Reduction, Recovery and Readiness: Providing medical outreach in SRO hotels 

 Total funding: $300,000 for subcontract 

 Role: Director, subcontract under CitiWide Harm Reduction (PI: D. Heller) 

 

3/07 – 2/09 Ryan White Care Act, Title I - Medical Health and Research Association, 07-MIC-748 

Project Title: Maintenance in Care: Providing medical care in a syringe exchange program 

 Total funding: $100,000 for subcontract 

 Role: Director, subcontract under CitiWide Harm Reduction (PI: D. Heller) 

 

10/05 – 2/09 SAMHSA – Substance Abuse, HIV and Hepatitis Prevention for Minority Populations and 

Minority Reentry Populations in Communities of Color, U79SP13352-01 

Project Title: South Bronx Substance Abuse Prevention, Hepatitis, and HIV Integration Project for 

Minority and Minority Reentry Populations in the South and Central Bronx. 

Total funding: $400,000 for subcontract  

Role: Site Principal Investigator.  (PI: I. Weisfuse) 

 

10/03 – 9/06 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Minority HIV/AIDS Research Initiative, U65/CCU223363 

Project Title:  Determinants of Engagement in HIV Primary Care Services among Black 

and Hispanic Single Room Occupancy Hotel Residents in New York City 

Total funding $900,000 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

10/03 – 9/06 HRSA, HIV/AIDS Bureau, Special Projects of National Significance, #2H97HA00247 

Project Title:  Evaluation of an Outreach and Intervention Program to Reach HIV-Positive Persons  

Living in Bronx, NY Single Room Occupancy Hotels 

Total funding $1,200,000 

Role: Principal Investigator 



 

7/03 – 2/07 Minority AIDS Initiative, Ryan White Title I, 03-HRC-748 

Harm Reduction and Emergency Room Assessment Teams 

Funding $200,000 for subcontract 

Role: Director, subcontract under CitiWide Harm Reduction 

 

8/00 – 7/07 Medical Health and Research Association, Ryan White Title I, 00-OMS-165 

Providing Out-stationed Medical Care Teams in Single Room Occupancy Hotel Rooms 

Funding $2,100,000 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

5/01- 6/04 Mary O’Flaherty Horn Scholar Grant – Society of General Internal Medicine  

Presented to one junior to mid-level faculty member in the country to recognize and promote 

successful balance of personal, professional and social responsibilities.  
Total funding $112,500 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

10/01- 9/03 HRSA, HIV/AIDS Bureau, Special Projects of National Significance, H97HA00247 

Project Title:  Evaluation of an Outreach and Intervention Program to Reach HIV-Positive Persons 

Living in Bronx, NY Single Room Occupancy Hotels 

Total funding $400,000 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

5/00-5/02 Lawrence Linn Award/Grant - Society of General Internal Medicine  

Presented to one junior faculty member in the country to study and improve the lives of HIV+ individuals.  

Total funding $5,000. 

Role: Principal Investigator 

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

LOCAL 

1. Invited Speaker, Einstein’s Social Medicine Lecture Series, The opioid epidemic: How did we get here? 

How do we move forward? Bronx, NY. January 2018. 

 

2. Invited Speaker, Montefiore Hudson Valley Collaborative, Innovations in integrating substance use 

treatment into primary care. Tarrytown, NY. January 2018. 

 

3. Invited Speaker, Montefiore Medical Center & Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Department of 

Medicine Grand Rounds, The Opioid Epidemic: From Pain Management to Addiction Treatment. Bronx, 

NY. March 2017. 

 

4. Invited Speaker, Montefiore Medical Center, Quality Committee, Opioid Prescribing and Opioid Use 

Disorder in Primary Care. Bronx, NY. February 2017. 

 

5. Invited Speaker, Montefiore Medical Center & Albert Einstein College of Medicine, AIDS Center and 

Center for AIDS Research Grand Rounds, Financial Incentives for Substance Abuse and HIV. Bronx, NY. 

July 2012. 

 

6. Invited Speaker, Montefiore Medical Center & Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Ambulatory HIV 

Program Grand Rounds, Contingency Management for Substance Abuse and HIV. Bronx, NY. June 2012. 

 

7. Key Note Speaker, Albert Einstein College of Medicine Clinical Training Research Program 

Commencement. Bronx, NY. June 2012 

 

8. Invited Speaker, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Division of Substance Abuse Grand Rounds, 

Contingency Management for Substance Abuse and HIV. Bronx, NY. March 2012. 

 

9. Invited Speaker, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, HIV Prevention, Diagnosis and Treatment: A Best 

Practices Symposium. HIV Testing Models in Non-Traditional Settings. Bronx, NY. June 2010. 

 



10. Invited Speaker, Montefiore Medical Center, HIV Grand Rounds. Opioid Addiction Treatment: New 

Opportunities with Buprenorphine. Bronx, NY October 2009. 

 

11. Invited Speaker, Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Montefiore Medical Center Department of 

Medicine Grand Rounds. Opioid Addiction Treatment: New Opportunities with Buprenorphine. Bronx, 

NY. September 2009. 

 

12. Invited Speaker, Albert Einstein College of Medicine. The Physician as Advocate for Social Change. 

Bronx, NY. February 2008 

 

13. Invited Speaker, Montefiore Medical Center Palliative Care Grand Rounds. HIV and Substance Abuse: 

Treatment Strategies. Bronx, NY. June 2006. 

 

14. Invited Speaker, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Community Council Forum, Bronx Center to Reduce 

& Eliminate Ethnic & Racial Health Disparities. Practicing Out of the Box: The Research Challenges of 

Caring for HIV-Infected Substance Users. Bronx, NY.  May 2006 

 

15. Invited Speaker, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Overcoming Health Disparities: The Challenging 

Landscape. HIV/AIDS and Harm Reduction. New York, NY. May 2006. 

 

REGIONAL 

1. Invited Speaker and Panelist, New York University: Controversies in Population Health: What will it take 

to mitigate the opioid epidemic? New York, NY. October 2018. 

 

2. Invited Speaker, Community Health Care Association of New York State’s Behavioral Health Summit, 

“Addressing opioid use disorder in primary care,” White Plains, NY. October 2018. 

 

3. Invited Speaker and Panelist, Mount Sinai Medical Center, The Role of Primary Care in Addressing the 

Opioid Crisis in New York State. New York, NY. September 2018. 

 

4. Invited Speaker, Lincoln Hospital Medicine Grand Rounds, “The Opioid Epidemic: Where Do We Go 

From Here?” Bronx, NY. August 2018. 

 

5. Invited Speaker, Community Health Care Association of New York State’s Opioid Summit. Common 

Concerns about Integrating Buprenorphine Treatment into Primary Care. Albany, NY. June 2018. 

 

6. Invited Panelist, Healthy New York: How Affordable Care, Disease, & Addiction, and Mental Health 

Impact New York’s Health Care Policies. New York, NY. April 2018. 

 

7. Invited Speaker, 2017 Population Health Summit, Addressing the Opioid Epidemic Using Clinical and 

Non-Traditional Population Health Strategies. New York, NY. December 2017. 

 

8. Invited Speaker, NYC DOHMH, Buprenorphine Learning Community. Queens, NY. June 2017. 

 

9. Invited Speaker, Wykoff Hospital Internal Medicine Grand Rounds. The Opioid Epidemic: How did we get 

here? Where do we go from here? Brooklyn, NY. May 23, 2017. 

 

10. Invited Speaker, International AIDS Society-USA, Opioids and HIV Infection: From Pain Management to 

Addiction Treatment. New York, NY. February 2017. 

 

11. Invited Speaker, Student National Medical Association Northeast Regional Conference. Research Careers 

in Academic Medicine. Bronx, NY. November 2016. 

 

12. Invited Speaker, Student National Medical Association Northeast Regional Conference. Women in 

Academic Medicine. Bronx, NY. November 2016. 

 

13. Invited Speaker, New York City Mayor’s Ad-Hoc Heroin and Prescription Opioid Public Awareness Task 

Force. Buprenorphine for the Treatment of Opioid Dependence. Bronx, NY. March 2016. 

 



14. Invited Speaker, Jacobi Medical Center, Department of Medicine Grand Rounds. The Opioid Epidemic: 

Why It Matters for HIV. Bronx, NY. January 2016 

 

15. Invited Speaker, In+Care National Campaign. Retaining HIV+ Drug Users. National webinar. July 2012. 

 

16. Invited Speaker, HIV Qual, NYS DOH Quarterly Conferences. Exploring the 1–Visit Patient. Manhattan, 

NY. June 2012. 

 

17. Invited Speaker, Hudson Year 400 Urban Health Conference. Closing the Gap for Marginalized 

Populations. Manhattan, NY. September 2009. 

 

18. Invited Speaker, HIV Grand Rounds, St. Lukes-Roosevelt Medical Center. Manhattan, NY. April 2009. 

 

19. Invited Speaker, New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, HIV Planning Counsel. 

Manhattan, NY. April 2009. 

 

20. Invited Speaker, Nassau University Medical Center. HIV and Substance Abuse. East Meadow, NY. April 

2007.  

 

21. Invited Speaker, Nassau University Medical Center, HIV Annual Symposium 2005. HIV and Substance 

Abuse. Uniondale, NY. May 2005. 

 

22. Invited Speaker, New York/New Jersey AIDS Education Training Center, Caring for HIV-Infected 

Substance Users. Bronx, NY. October 2004.

 

NATIONAL 

1. Invited Panelist, Bloomberg American Health Summit 2018, State and City Action to Achieve National 

Impact on Overdose. Washinton, DC. November 2018. 

 

2. Invited Speaker, ID Week 2018, Approach to Managing Opioid Addiction in HIV. San Fransisco, CA. 

October 2018. 

 

3. Invited Speaker and Panelist, International Drug Policy Reform Conference, Vivitrol: Wonder drug or shot 

in the dark? Atlanta, GA. October 2017. 

 

4. Invited Speaker, International AIDS Society-USA, Opioids and HIV Infection: From Pain Management to 

Addiction Treatment. Atlanta, GA. March 2017. 

 

5. Invited Speaker, Fenway Institute. Opioids and HIV: From pain management to addiction treatment. 

Boston, MA. October 2016. 

 

6. Invited Speaker, 2016 National Ryan White Conference on HIV Care and Treatment, Opioids and HIV: 

From pain management to addiction treatment. Washington, DC. August 2016. 

 

7. Invited Speaker, Student National Medical Association National Conference. Career Opportunities for 

Physicians Interested in Research. Austin, TX. March 2016. 

 

8. Invited Speaker, George Washington University School of Public Health. The Opioid Epidemic: Why It 

Matters for HIV. Washington, DC. March 2016. 

 

9. Invited Speaker, Plenary Discussion, Strategies to Improve the HCV Continuum of Care: Best Practices in 

Testing, Linkage to Care, & Treatment. 2015 National Summit on HCV and HIV Diagnosis, Prevention 

and Access to Care. Arlington, VA. June 2015. 

 

10. Invited Speaker, HIV Treatment and Prevention among Drug Users in the Bronx: My Journey. Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention. Atlanta, GA. February 2013. 



 

11. Invited Speaker, Workshop on Mixed Methods in Research, Society of General Internal Medicine Annual 

Meeting, Orlando, FL. May 2012 

 

12. Invited Speaker, Workshop on Part-Time Careers in General Internal Medicine, Society of General Internal 

Medicine Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL. May 2012 

 

13. Invited Speaker, Workshop on Buprenorphine Treatment in Community Health Centers. Annual 

Conference of the National Association of Community Health Centers, Community Health Institute and 

Expo. Dallas, TX. September 2010. 

 

14. Invited Speaker, University of North Carolina. HIV Care 2010. New Opioid Addition Treatment 

Opportunities with Buprenorphine. Chapel Hill, NC. May 2010 

 

15. Invited Speaker, University of North Carolina. HIV Care 2010. Delivering HIV Care Out of the Box. 

Chapel Hill, NC. May 2010 

 

16. Invited Speaker, Workshop on Case Management for Marginalized Populations, Society of General 

Internal Medicine 29th Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA. April 2006 

 

17. Invited Speaker, NIMH/IAPAC International Conference on HIV Treatment Adherence. Conducting 

research with HIV-infected substance users: A community perspective. Jersey City, NJ. March 2006 

 

18. Invited Speaker, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Institute of Health. Treatment and 

Management of HIV Infection in the U.S. Conference. Strategies in Caring for Marginalized Populations. 

Atlanta, GA. September 2005. 

 

19. Keynote Speaker, University of North Carolina. HIV Care 2005: Antiretroviral Therapy, Hepatitis B/C, 

Addiction and Adherence. Addiction and Antiretroviral Therapy: Diagnosis and Treatment of Addicted 

Patients. Chapel Hill, NC. May 2005. 

 

20. Invited Speaker and Workshop, International AIDS Society-USA, HIV and Substance Abuse. New York, 

NY. October 2004. 

 

21. Invited Speaker, Boston University School of Public Health, Outreach Workers Conference. Treatment 

Update: HIV and Substance Abuse. Boston, MA. September 2004. 

 

22. Invited Speaker and Workshop, International AIDS Society-USA, HIV and Substance Abuse, and 

Workshop on Secondary Prevention Aimed at Substance Users. Washington DC. August 2004. 

 

23. Invited Speaker, Texas HIV Connection, Annual Street Outreach Conference, Workshop on HIV and 

Substance Abuse. Austin, TX. June 2004. 

 

24. Invited Speaker, University of North Carolina. Antiretroviral Therapy, Hepatitis B/C, Hyperlipidemia, and 

Changing Behavior: HIV Care 2004. HIV-Infected Substance Users: Treatment Strategies. Chapel Hill, 

NC. May 2004. 

 

25. Invited Panelist, Health Resources and Services Administration, Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, Conference on Engaging and Retaining HIV-Infected Individuals. Washington DC. February 

2004 

 

26. Invited Speaker, Texas HIV Connection, Annual Street Outreach Conference, Workshop on Substance 

Abuse and HIV-Related Issues. Austin, TX. June 2003. 

 



27. Invited Speaker, University of North Carolina. Antiretroviral Therapy, Hepatitis C, Opportunistic 

Infections, Depression and Substance Abuse: HIV Care 2003. Crack: Diagnosis and Treatment.  Chapel 

Hill, NC. May 2003. 

 

28. Key Note Speaker and Workshop, Health Resources Service Administration, Boston University School of 

Public Health, AIDS Educational Training Centers. Kaleidoscope of Care: National Training Model to Care 

for HIV-Infected Substance Users. San Antonio, TX. January 2003. 

 

29. Invited Speaker, Workshop on Caring for the Substance Using Patient, Society of General Internal 

Medicine 25th Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA. May 2002 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

1. Invited Speaker. “The Opioid Epidemic: The View from Primary Care” Havana, Cuba. October 2018. 

 

2. Key Note Speaker, British Columbia Center on Substance Use Addiction Research Day. The Opioid 

Epidemic: Where do we go from here? An American Perspective. Vancouver, Canada. May 2018. 

 

3. Invited Speaker, Hudson Year 400 Urban Health Conference. Sketches from the Bronx, What We See and 

What We Do. Amsterdam, the Netherlands. April 2009 

 

4. Invited Speaker, Public Health Providers Quarterly Educational Conference. Strategies to Improve Access 

to and Coordination of Care. Amsterdam, the Netherlands. April 2009 

 

5. Invited Speaker, NIMH/IAPAC International Conference on HIV Treatment Adherence. Strategies to 

improve HIV health care utilization among marginalized populations. Jersey City, NJ. March 2007 

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

2018  Interviewed by the Washington Post, “How Republicans pivoted from the war on drugs to cutting prison  

sentences” on December 19, 2018 at https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/how-republicans-pivoted-

from-the-war-on-drugs-to-cutting-prison-sentences/2018/12/19/61846d04-0383-11e9-9122-

82e98f91ee6f_story.html?utm_term=.de1e175d0af9 
 

 Interviewed by JAMA, “States move to substitute opioids with medical marijuana to quell epidemic” on  

December 18, 2018 at http://images.burrellesluce.com/image/5807B/5807B_15361 

 

Interviewed by National Public Radio, “Is America Ready for Prescription Heroin?” on December 6, 2018  

at https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/12/06/673986164/is-america-ready-for-prescription-

heroin 

 

Panelist and interviewed by The Atlantic, “Cancer vs. People” on November 14, 2018 at  
http://peoplevcancer.theatlantic.com/ 

 

Interviewed by the Washington Post, “Trump signs sweeping opioid bill. Expect to hear about it on the 

campaign trail” on October 24, 2018 at https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-signs-sweeping-

opioid-bill-expect-to-hear-about-it-on-the-campaign-trail/2018/10/24/1328598c-d7a9-11e8-aeb7-

ddcad4a0a54e_story.html?utm_term=.f138f6a10d5b 

 

Panelist and interviewed by The Atlantic, “Combating a Crisis: Opioids in America” on October 4, 2018 at 

http://combatingacrisis.theatlantic.com/ 

  

Market Watch, “National Recognition for Einstien Montefiore Addiction Specialist” on Sept 21, 2018 at 

https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/national-recognition-for-einstein-montefiore-addiction-

specialist-2018-09-21 
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Interviewed by the Philadelpia Inquirer, “Could marijuana help treat opioid addiction? Pennsylvania may 

soon find out” on July 6, 2018 at http://www.philly.com/philly/health/addiction/could-marijuana-be-the-

answer-to-the-opioid-epidemic-pa-may-soon-find-out-20180706.html 

 

Interviewed by WHYY’s (Philadelphia Public Radio) The Pulse, “Lessons from Vancouver: US cities 

consider safe injection facilities” on July 5, 2018 at https://whyy.org/segments/lessons-from-vancouver-u-s-

cities-consider-supervised-injection-facilities/ 

 

Quoted by Yahoo News, “Suboxone recognized as new first line of treatment for opioid substitution 

therapy” on May 24, 2018 at https://www.doximity.com/doc_news/v2/entries/12470058 

 

Interviewed by the Canadian Broadcasting Company (CBC) Radio The Early Edition with Stephen Quinn 

on May 15, 2018 at http://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/the-early-edition/episode/15544569. 

 

Initerviewed by Kaiser Health News, “Medical Marijuana’s ‘Catch 22’: Federal limits on research hinder 

patients’ relief on April 12, 2018 at https://khn.org/news/medical-marijuanas-catch-22-fed-limits-on-

research-hinder-patients-relief/ 

 

Interviewd by Nashville Public Radio, “Tennessee weighs one argument for medical cannabis—could it cut 

opioid use?” on March 21, 2018 at http://nashvillepublicradio.org/post/tennessee-weighs-one-argument-

medical-cannabis-could-it-cut-opioid-use#stream/0 

 

Interviewed by New York Times in “Opioid Addiction Knows No Color, but Its Treatment Does” on 

January 12, 2018 at https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/12/nyregion/opioid-addiction-knows-no-color-but-

its-treatment-does.html?_r=1 

 

Interviewed by WBUR (Boston Public Radio), “Latinos are hit especially hard by the opioid epidemic in 

Mass. But why?” on May 3, 2018 at http://www.wbur.org/commonhealth/2018/05/03/latino-opioid-

overdose-deaths 

 

Interviewed by Rolling Stone Magazine, “Opioid and pot: Inside the fight for real research” on May 2, 

2018 at https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/features/opioids-pot-inside-fight-real-research-w519728 

 

Panelist at Washington Post’s Addiction in America: On the front lines – Boston, on February 22, 2018. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/post-live-2018-addiction-in-america-boston/?utm_term=.f025f21387ac 

 

Study featured in Consultant 360, “Cannabis could reduce opioid use in HIV patients” on January 18, 2018  

at https://www.consultant360.com/exclusives/cannabis-could-reduce-opioid-use-hiv-patients 

 

2017 Interviewed by NBC News, “How the Opioid Crisis Affects People of Color” on December 16, 2017 at 

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/on-air/as-seen-on/How-the-Opioids-Crisis-Affects-People-of-Color_New-

York-464501103.html 

 

Interviewed by STAT News, FDA approves Indivior’s monthly injection to treat opioid addiction” on 

November 30, 2017 at https://www.statnews.com/2017/11/30/fda-indivior-opioid-treatment/ 

 

Interviewed by CNN.com in “Opioid Commission’s anti-marijuana argument stirs anger” on November 13, 

2017 at http://edition.cnn.com/2017/11/13/health/marijuana-opioid-commission/index.html. 

 

Quoted and study highlighted in New Jersey 101.5 FM’s podcast “Marijuana vs. opioids—one is illegal, 

the other is killing us” on November 4, 2017 at http://edition.cnn.com/2017/11/13/health/marijuana-opioid-

commission/index.html 
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Interviewed by New York Times in “The Bronx’s Quest, Brutal War with Opioids” on October 12, 2017 at 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/12/nyregion/bronx-heroin-fentanyl-opioid-overdoses.html?_r=0 

 

Interviewed by the ACP Internist in “Primary care takes on opioid addiction” on October 2017 at 

https://acpinternist.org/archives/2017/10/primary-care-takes-on-opioid-addiction.htm 

 

Interviewed by the ACP Hospitalist in “Hospitalist involvement needed to treat opioid epidemic” on 

October 2017 at https://acphospitalist.org/archives/2017/10/hospitalist-treat-opioid-epidemic.htm 

 

Featured in STAT News, “Can Marijuana Wean the Nation Off Opioids? This Doctor Wants to Know.” On 

September 29, 2017 at https://www.statnews.com/2017/09/29/marijuana-opioid-research/ 

 

Quoted in Cato Policy Report, “The Myth of an Opioid Prescription Crisis” on September/October 2017 at  

https://www.cato.org/policy-report/septemberoctober-2017/myth-opioid-prescription-crisis 

 

Featured in Market Watch, “A government health agency is funding the first ever study on medical  

marijuana’s impact on opioid abuse” on August 23, 2017 at http://www.marketwatch.com/story/a-

government-health-agency-is-funding-the-first-ever-study-on-medical-marijuanas-impact-on-opioid-abuse-

2017-08-11 

 

Study highlighted in Politico Health Care, Grant Land, on August 9, 2017. 

 

Featured in Crain’s Health Pulse, “Montefiore to study cannabis for chronic pain” on August 9, 2017. 

 

Featured on Albert Einstein College of Medicine website’s home page, “First long-term study on medical 

marijuana’s impact on opioid use for pain” on August 9, 2017 at 

http://www.einstein.yu.edu/news/releases/1260/first-long-term-study-on-medical-marijuanas-impact-on-

opioid-use-for-pain/ 

 

Featured and aired on The Pulse, “Stigma keeps some doctors from treating drug addiction” on August 3, 

2017 on WHYY-FM and http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/thepulse/item/105013-stigma-keeps-some-

doctors-from-treating-drug-addiction 

 

Op-Ed in Syracuse.com, “Katko-Rice bill on synthetic opioids 'throws gasoline on the fire' “ on June 23, 2017 at 

http://www.syracuse.com/opinion/index.ssf/2017/06/katko-

rice_bill_cracking_down_on_synthetic_opioids_wont_solve_crisis_commentary.html 

 

Featured in Einstein Magazine, Winter/Spring 2017, “Breaking the Chains of Addiction” on June 19, 2017 

at http://magazine.einstein.yu.edu/winterspring-2017/ 

 

Featured by Albert Einstein College of Medicine in “Einstein and Montefiore on the Forefront of 

Addiction” on June 20, 2017 at https://www.youtube.com/user/EinsteinCollegeofMed 

 

Featured on The Fix podcast by Ground Truth, “Chapter 4 – A Better Way to Treat Addiction” on May 25,  

2017 at http://thegroundtruthproject.org/projects/the-fix-groundtruth-podcast/ 

 

Interviewed by NY Daily News, “Changing tactics, NYPD focuses on help for drug users, not prison” on 

May 23, 2017. Available at http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/changing-tactics-nypd-focuses-drug-

users-not-prison-article-1.3181986 

  

 Interviewed by Crain’s Health Pulse, “Montefiore struggles to fund study on cannabis and opioids” on 

January 30, 2017. 

 

2016 Interviewed by Crain’s, “Docs, drug-policy advocates push back on one piece of plan to tackle opioid 

epidemic” on June 16, 2016, at 

http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20160616/HEALTH_CARE/160619888 
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Blog featured in Alternet, entitled “Addiction didn’t kill Prince; Stigma about addiction did” on June 3, 

2016, at http://www.alternet.org/drugs/addiction-stigma-kill-prince. 

 

Interviewed by the Los Angeles Times, “Prince’s death casts spotlight on anti-opioid addiction drug” on 

May 30, 2016, at http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/music/la-et-ms-prince-death-opioid-suboxone-

20160524-snap-story.html.  

 

Blog featured on the Doctor’s Tablet entitled “Our bittersweet path to dealing with opioid addiction” on 

April 28, 2016 at http://blogs.einstein.yu.edu/our-bittersweet-path-to-dealing-with-opioid-addiction/ 

 

Op-Ed in the Huffington Post, “Controversy over CDC guideline reflects a fractured field” on April 18, 

2016 at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/albert-einstein-college-of-medicine/controversy-over-cdc-

opio_b_9705246.html. 

 

Interviewed by New York Times in “Bronx needle exchange, once dismissed, finds acceptance” on April 
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